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Mission Statement 
Our mission at Kirn Middle School School is to maximize student potential and 

achievement through engaging, global learning experiences and by making 

connections through inquiry within a culture of kindness. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             Kirn Middle School Administration 

Kerry Newman, Principal 

Michael Johnson, Assistant Principal 

Jeremy Stukenholtz, Assistant Principal 

 

 Kelly McGreevy, School Administrative Manager 

Steve Jacobs, School Resource Officer 

 Jolene Hansen, Administrative Assistant 

  Amy Carson Thompson, Administrative Assistant 

 

Kirn Middle School Counselors: 

6th grade - Lisa Poe 

7th grade - Mark Smith 

8th grade - Marti Drake 

Jennifer Blair, Administrative Assistant 

Counseling Office: (712) 328-6457 

 

Council Bluffs Community Schools Board of Education 

Mr. David Coziahr, President 

Mr. Chris LaFerla, Vice President 

Mr. Troy Arthur 

Ms. Jill Ogg-Gress 

Mr. Bill Grove 

Mr. Kyle McGlade 

Mr. John Minshall 

 

Dr. Vickie Murillo, Superintendent of Schools 

 

 

Non-Discrimination Notice 

The Council Bluffs Community School District offers career and technical programs in the following 

areas of study: Agricultural Education, Business Education, Health Occupations Education, Family 

and Consumer Sciences Education, Industrial Education and Marketing Education. It is the policy of 

the Council Bluffs Community School District not to discriminate on the basis of race, color, 

national origin, sex, disability, religion, creed, age (for employment), marital status (for programs), 

sexual orientation, gender identity and socioeconomic status (for programs) in its educational 
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programs and its employment practices. There is a grievance procedure for processing complaints 

of discrimination.  

 

If you have questions or a grievance related to this policy, please contact the District’s Equity 

Coordinator, Tim Hamilton, 712-328-6423, thamilton2@cbcsd.org, 300 W. Broadway, Suite 1600, 

Council Bluffs, IA 51503. 

 

 

The District-Wide Student and Family Handbook is available online through the District’s 

website, www.cb-schools.org and in hardcopy format at the District and Kirn offices. It contains the 

full text of district public notices regarding safe schools, bullying, nondiscrimination and sexual 

harassment, as well as the entire Student Code of Conduct. Please review it or request a copy to 

review as all students are held to the guidelines outlined in the Code of Conduct. 
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WELCOME TO KIRN AT THE MADISON CAMPUS! 

 

We are excited to have you be a part of Kirn Middle School! The faculty and staff 

are genuinely concerned about your educational growth and social development. 

We are committed to working with you and your family to ensure your preparation 

for a successful future. 

 

We know that parents and guardians want to be engaged and supportive of their 

children. Please contribute to your student's success by ensuring that he/she 

attends school daily, completes assigned school work, gets plenty of sleep, follows 

school rules and interacts respectfully and with kindness when dealing with their 

teachers and peers. As questions and concerns emerge, please communicate those 

concerns to our staff. Students are expected to follow the rules and regulations 

established for the safety and well-being of the entire student body. Please take 

advantage of all the educational and activity opportunities that exist at Kirn. We 

are certainly proud of our student body. We want students to be proud of their 

efforts and achievements while experiencing an exciting and successful school 

year. 
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Bell Schedule 

Breakfast: 7:00 -7:25 am; Breakfast to Go: 7:25-7:35 am 

Entry Bell: 7:25 am; Warning Bell for Advisement: 7:27 am 

  

                                           Monday  

Advisement 7:30 - 7:55 

 Period 1  7:58 - 8:21 

 Period 2 8:24 - 8:47 

 Period 3  8:50 - 9:13 

Period 7  9:16 - 9:39 

Period 8 9:42 - 10:05 

Period 9 10:08 - 10:30 

Period 4 10:33 - 10:56 

Period 5 10:59 - 11:46 

Period 6 11:49 - 12:37 

Advisement 12:40 - 12:50 

6th Grade Dismissal 12:44 (Dismiss with Teachers) 

7th Grade Dismissal 12:47 (Dismiss with Teachers) 

8th Grade Dismissal 12:50 (Dismiss with Teachers) 

 

Tuesday – Wednesday – Thursday – Friday 

Advisement 7:30 - 7:50 

Period 1 7:53 - 8:31 

Period 2 8:34 - 9:12 

Period 3 9:15 - 9:53 

Period 4 9:56 - 10:34 

Period 5  10:37 - 11:24 

Period 6 11:27 - 12:14 

Period 7 12:17 - 12:55 

Period 8 12:58 - 1:36 

Period 9 1:39 - 2:17 

Advisement 2:20 - 2:30 

6th Grade Dismissal 2:24 (Dismiss with Teachers) 

7th Grade Dismissal 2:27 (Dismiss with Teachers) 

8th Grade Dismissal 2:30 (Dismiss with Teachers) 

 

 

Expanded Advisement Bell Schedule 

Advisement 7:30 - 9:00 

Period 1 9:03 - 9:31 

Period 2 9:34 - 10:02 

Period 3 10:05 - 10:33 

Period 4 10:36 - 11:04 

Period 5  11:07 - 11:54 

Period 6 11:57 - 12:44 

Period 7 12:47 - 1:15 

Period 8 1:18 - 1:46 

Period 9 1:49 - 2:17 

Advisement 2:20 - 2:30 

6th Grade Dismissal 2:24 (Dismiss with Teachers) 

7th Grade Dismissal 2:27 (Dismiss with Teachers) 

8th Grade Dismissal 2:30 (Dismiss with Teachers) 
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Hall Passes 

Students are not permitted in the halls during class periods unless a teacher 

accompanies them or they have a timestamped pass from a staff member. 

Optimally, restroom breaks should be taken care of during passing periods or via a 

sign-in/sign-out procedure in the room. 

 

Transportation to and from Kirn at Madison Campus 

Kirn students who live in the Kirn attendance area and who wish to ride to and 

from school may do so during the 2019-20 school year at the Madison Campus. 

The bus stops have been established and are posted on our Kirn website. Of 

course, parents who wish to transport their children to and from school are 

welcome to do so. Directions for the traffic flow around the Madison Campus will 

be detailed for you prior to the start of the school year.  If your child plans to walk 

to school, here are a few safety reminders:  1) Please check the walking route to 

ensure there are sidewalks to avoid walking in the street, and 2) Please remind 

your child to walk to and from school in pairs or in groups of students, and talk 

with them about being mindful of their surroundings. 

 

Guidance and Counseling 

The guidance program at Kirn is designed to meet the needs of all students. Kirn's 

program consists of three major categories: Responsive Services, Group Guidance 

Activities and Individual Planning. Counselors are available for personal counseling 

when a situation arises that may affect a student's school performance. Counselors 

respond to concerns of students, parents/guardians and teachers. The goal is to 

further aid the social/emotional growth of each child. Individual career and 

guidance planning is the third facet of Kirn's guidance program. Counselors work 

closely with students, parents/guardians and teachers regarding academic 

progress. Counselors interpret test data and aid in the career and academic 

planning of each student. 

 

Library  

The Kirn Library is open to students during the school day. Students can get a 

pass from their teacher to go to the library during the school day. Current 

magazines can be checked out for one class period only. Back issues, available for 

a period of five years, may be checked out for one week. Any magazines or books 

not available for a student's use can be obtained through the Area Educational 

Agency. Teachers may bring classes to the Library for research and group work. 

  

School Nurse 

A school nurse and/or health associate is employed to implement and interpret the 

school health program. She/he updates medical records of each enrolled child and 

screens students for other medical concerns. In addition to helping students when 

they become ill or are injured at school, the nurse contacts parents or guardians to 

inform them of medical problems revealed in the screening process and is a 

resource to teachers in planning educational programs for students. When a 

student becomes ill, they MUST see the nurse who will then contact the student's 

parent/guardian. We expect students to follow this policy to avoid errors in 

attendance. When ill, students are NOT to bypass visiting the health office 
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and simply call a parent/guardian for a ride. When a nurse is not available, 

the student is to come to the Main Office for assistance. 

  

Medications at School 

Policy 517 outlines the process for administering medications at school during the 

school day. No medication (either prescription or over-the-counter) may be taken 

at school without specific, written authorization. Only employees specifically 

trained and authorized may administer medications. Under no circumstances may 

a student maintain medications in his/her possession for self-medication. Special 

education students may have additional criteria contained in their Individual 

Education Plans. If it is necessary for a student to take prescription medication, 

he/she should bring it to the Health Office or to the Main Office at the beginning of 

the day. The student may then report to the school Health Office at the proper 

time to take the medication. 

  

Prescription medications must be maintained in the original prescription container 

or in another prescription container obtained from the pharmacist at the time the 

prescription is filled. The containers shall be labeled with: 

 

1. Name of Student 

2. Name of Medication 

3. Directions for Use 

4. Name of Physician 

5. Name and Address of Pharmacy 

6. Date of Prescription 

 

Non-prescription medications shall be maintained in their original containers, 

which will state the name of the medication and directions for its use. For 

example: Tylenol, take every four hours as needed for pain or fever. 

  

A permission note from parents/guardians must accompany any medication for the 

school to administer it as directed. If a medication is to be given longer than five 

school days, a special form will be sent home with the student when he/she brings 

in the medication. It will be returned the next day signed by the parent/guardian 

and the doctor. Any further questions may be directed to the nurse. 

 

Students who are in possession of prescription or over-the-counter medications 

and have not followed the procedures outlined above may be subject to 

disciplinary action. 

 

Lost and Found 

The school maintains the building’s lost and found items in the Main Office and in 

the PE area. All items found in the building are to be turned in to the Lost and 

Found. Students may contact the office or their PE teacher to search for their lost 

items. Every six (6) weeks, unclaimed items are donated to a charitable 

organization. 

  

Student Bicycles, Skateboards, Mopeds 

Bicycles must be parked in the bicycle rack, securely locked to the rack and not 

removed until the end of the school day. Recreational riding of bicycles, 
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skateboards, mopeds or any motorized device on driveways or parking lots is 

prohibited. Students must walk their bike, skateboard, moped, etc. until they are 

off of the parking lot. The use of bikes, skateboards and mopeds at Kirn may be 

revoked if recklessness or abuse occurs. Middle school students are not allowed to 

drive automobiles to school. 

 

Visitors 

All visitors must report to the Main Office, sign in and state the purpose of their 

visit. For safety and security purposes, a visitor identification system is being used 

throughout the District. Visitors will be asked to provide photo identification, if 

available, upon their first visit to the building so that a visitor profile may be 

created.  A visitor sticker will be given if the adult they are visiting has previously 

notified the office and is able to escort them to the meeting place. Students from 

other schools are not allowed to visit school or be on school premises during 

school hours without special permission from an administrator. Prospective 

students may visit and tour the building if they have pre-arranged the visit with 

approval from a building administrator.   

  

Activity Transportation 

Activity participants will ride on the bus to and from events and practices. A 

parent/guardian may request in writing that his/her child ride home with them 

after an event or practice. The parent must go directly to the coach/teacher, 

identify him/herself and indicate that they will be transporting his/her child away 

from the event or practice. 

  

Music and Theater Opportunities 

Students have the opportunity to participate in Band, Choir, Show Choir and 

Orchestra. These groups make many appearances during the school year. Each 

year, students may participate in a theatrical production. This may be a musical, 

play or a series of one-act plays. 

  

Athletic Opportunities and Participation Guidelines 

Many competitive, interscholastic sports are offered throughout the school year for 

both boys and girls. These sports are clustered during Fall, Winter and Spring 

activity seasons including: 

Fall 

★ Football (7th and 8th grade boys) 

★ Volleyball (7th and 8th grade girls) 

★ Cross Country/Running Club (6th, 7th, 8th grade boys and girls) 

Winter 

★ Basketball (7th and 8th  grade boys) 

★ Basketball (7th and 8th  grade girls) 

★ Wrestling (7th and 8th grade boys) 

Spring 

★ Track (7th and 8th grade boys) 

★ Track (7th and 8th grade girls) 

 

Specific schedules may be found on the Lynx Pride website. 

8 



 

 

A participation fee of $5.00 per student, per sport is charged. Additional fees may 

be charged for uniforms. Before being allowed to participate, students must obtain 

the necessary forms from the Main Office, obtain a physical from a medical doctor, 

then have his/her parents/guardians complete, sign and submit a permission slip 

and insurance card. 

 

Students scheduled to participate in an activity on any day that school is in session 

must attend at least one-half of the school day unless permission to participate 

has been given by the school administration. Students suspended from school for 

disciplinary matters are ineligible for activity participation until they return to 

school following completion of their suspension.  

 

Kirn has an academic eligibility policy for sports that is consistent with other 

secondary schools in the District. Please refer to Academic Eligibility. 
 

Chromebooks for Students 

Each student is issued a chromebook and charger. The student will be responsible 

for the chromebook. A computer help area with a technician will be available for 

students to receive assistance with their chromebooks. Any issues with their 

chrome such as loss or vandalism need to be reported to the School Administrative 

Manager (SAM) as soon as possible. Students may be responsible for damages 

and repairs needed on the Chromebook. The damages/repairs will be assessed by 

the building tech facilitator and communicated to the SAM. The building SAM will 

send the assessed fine to the parent/guardian. Insurance is available to help lower 

the cost of chrome repairs. 

 

Advisement Program  

Every student will be assigned an Advisor. This staff person will be an advocate for 

students to help support them with academics and other school issues. During 

advisory time at the start and end of each day, students will participate in 

activities to develop decision-making and problem-solving skills, participate in 

independent reading, set individual goals, receive information and work on school 

work. Once each week, the advisement time will be dedicated to Olweus lessons, 

our bullying prevention program. Parents are encouraged to contact the Advisor 

with any questions or concerns about their student.  

 

Withdrawals from Kirn Middle School 

 

Any student who leaves Kirn to transfer to another school or leaves public school 

permanently must check out in the Counseling Office, in the Library, with teachers 

and from the Main Office. Withdrawal forms can be obtained from the Counseling 

Office. 

 

Human Growth and Development  

  

Human Growth and Development can include topics such as self-esteem, 

interpersonal relationships, human sexuality (including stereotypes, abuse, 

harassment and sexually transmitted diseases), substance abuse, stress 

management and suicide prevention. Parents and guardians are encouraged to 
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speak with school staff regarding content at specific grade levels. Parents who 

object to any or all aspects of instruction in Human Growth and Development must 

file a written request with the building principal that the student be excused from 

the instruction. The written request shall include a proposed alternate activity 

acceptable to the school. The parental objection and suggestion for alternative 

activity must be filed annually and shall be placed in the student's file. Upon 

approval of the school principal, the request for the alternative activity will be 

followed. 

  

Work Permit 

 

Students accepting employment outside school must have a work permit. Work 

permit forms may be obtained from the Main Office. 

  

Student Insurance 

 

General: An all-pupil student program is offered at the beginning of the 

school year for a nominal fee. 

 

Athletics: Students who participate in interscholastic athletics are required 

to be adequately insured. Low-cost athletic insurance is available through 

the school. If a parent/guardian wishes his/her child to participate without 

insurance, he/she must submit a written statement accepting full 

responsibility.  

 

Student Fees, Fines & Waivers 

 

Student fees are authorized for textbooks, school supplies, eye and ear protective 

devices and tuition for summer school. No student will be denied an education or 

be restricted from participation in co-curricular programs because of his/her 

inability to pay these fees. Fines will be assessed according to the amounts 

approved by the Board of Education. Fines will be assessed for books or materials 

that are abused or lost. The building administrator may waive fees for students 

with financial hardships. To have fees waived, the Required Registration Form 

should be completed and returned to the Main Office.  

 

Transfer Students 

 

Students who live in another Council Bluffs Community School District attendance 

area may contact their home building, Student Family Services (712-328-6423) or 

Kirn. Once the transfer has been approved, parents must sign an Intradistrict 

Transfer Form. Any out-of-district students wishing to enroll at Kirn Middle School 

should contact the Student & Family Services office at (712)328-6423 for 

authorization to do so.  

 

Free School Breakfast and Lunch 

 

Every Kirn student is eligible for free breakfast and lunch.  
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Attendance 

 

Success in school depends upon good attendance habits. Students are expected to 

be present and punctual to all classes throughout the year. Kirn's philosophy is 

based upon a close partnership with families to help encourage, monitor and 

ensure student attendance. The key elements of this partnership are open, timely, 

two-way communication, collaborative school family interventions and academic 

support  counseling. When illness or obligations to family necessitates a student's 

absence, parents/guardians are asked to notify the school at (712) 328-6454 

prior to 8:30 am or send a dated note verifying the absence to the office upon 

the student's return. Kirn has a 24-hour answering service, so you can call at any 

time to report your student’s absence.  

 

When leaving early or arriving late, students will report to the Main Office. Since 

our school operates a closed campus, all requests for leaving school during the day 

should be in writing or via phone call from parents or guardians. These written 

requests must be presented at the Main Office at the beginning of the school day 

for which the request is dated. If a student leaves the building for any reason, a 

parent must come into the building to sign the student out. Students who are 

unverified will receive an automated call. The decision as to whether or not an 

absence is excused is solely at the discretion of the building administrator. 

Excessive absences, even when excused, may result in a failing grade or legal 

action. 

 

Reasons for excused absences found in the Code of Conduct include: 

1. Illness (a doctor’s verification can be required) 

2. Funeral 

3. Medical Appointment 

4. Required Court Appearance 

5. Absences to Attend Religious Service or Receive Religious Instruction 

6. Other Absences Excused in Advance or Excused by the Administration 

 

Tardiness to School 

Out of courtesy and respect for other students and for teachers, students should 

make it a habit to be on time for each class with all necessary study materials. 

Students who are repeatedly tardy are subject to disciplinary consequences.  

 

Make-Up Work 

It is the student's responsibility to obtain and complete make-up work promptly. 

Students shall have two additional days to complete make-up work for each day of 

absence unless otherwise arranged with the individual teacher. 

 

Absences and the Homebound Program 

If an absence of three days or more is anticipated due to a student's illness, upon 

request, your child’s counselor will arrange for assignments and materials to be 

sent home. A homebound program is offered for students hospitalized or confined 

at home for an extended period of time due to illness. Your child's counselor can 

initiate this program when needed. 
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Physical Education 

If a student is able to attend regular classes but not physical education due to a 

health problem, a parental excuse will be accepted for up to (but not more than) 

three consecutive classes. After three classes, a doctor's note is required. 

 

Academic Report Cards 

Report cards are issued at the end of each quarter and semester to advise parents 

of academic progress. A four-point grading scale is used: "A," four points; "B," 

three points; "C,” two points; "D," one point; and "F," zero points. Teacher 

comments may also appear on the report card. 

 

Class Schedule Changes 

Students will not be allowed to change teams. Before a student can change Band, 

Orchestra or a core class, a student must have a note from his or her 

parent/guardian and permission from the grade-level administrator. All schedule 

changes are made in Counseling Office. 

 

Promotion Requirements 

Each student is expected to successfully complete expectations for the following 

courses: Mathematics, Language Arts, Social Studies, Science, Physical Education, 

Spanish and electives. Semester grades, standardized test scores, plus team and 

counselor recommendations will be utilized by the building administrator to 

determine if a student is required to attend summer school or be retained at grade 

level. 

 

Academic Eligibility 

Policy 612 addresses academic eligibility for middle school students to participate 

in co-curricular and extracurricular programs. One of the goals at Kirn is that 

students get involved in a variety of activities while also stressing the importance 

of academics. This policy reflects the goal of students being successful in the 

classroom as well as in co-curricular/extracurricular academic activities. For 

questions, please contact your student’s coach, sponsor, guidance counselor or the 

Kirn administration. This policy applies to all 7th and 8th graders involved in all 

athletics and all public performance programs (music, speech and drama). 

Students will be monitored at the mid-quarter, quarter and semester for failing 

grades. 

 

8th Grade Eligibility: Grades will be checked at the end of each 

mid-quarter, quarter and semester. A student must be passing all classes 

taken at these times in order to remain eligible to perform/compete. Before 

any ineligibility, students will have a grace period of five school days after 

grades are posted to remedy any issues before the grades are deemed final. 

 

Quarter and Semester: The student has five days to remedy the grade or 

is ineligible for the next 30 school days. However, students will be allowed to 

participate in noncompetitive public performances where such performance 

is required for a grade. 

 

7th Grade Eligibility: Grades will be checked at the end of each 

mid-quarter, quarter and semester. Students in 7th grade will not be 
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considered ineligible based on academic performance. However, 

interventions will be provided to assist the student in his/her academic and 

extracurricular activities as needed. 

 

Iowa Statewide Assessment of Student Progress (ISASP) 
The ISASP is given to all middle school students. This series of tests is designed to 

measure students' achievements in relation to other students of similar grade 

levels throughout the country. These tests are designed to assist counselors, 

students and parents/guardians in future educational planning. Parents/guardians 

and students will be notified prior to testing as to the testing dates and the type of 

test to be administered. Parents/guardians will be provided with a summary of test 

results. Dates for the ISASP for Grades 6-8 will be communicated during the 

school year.  

 

MAP 

The NWEA (Northwest Evaluation Association) MAP Growth Assessments will be 

given to track reading and math achievement. It is not a timed test. The amount 

of time a student takes to complete each test can vary, but most students will 

complete each test in less than one hour. MAP will allow us to better measure 

growth that a student achieves throughout the school year and from one year to 

the next. The assessment is well-aligned to the district’s curriculum standards. 

Students will be assessed in the Fall, Winter and Spring so their progress can be 

monitored and adjustments to instruction can be made in a timely manner.  

 

 

Parent-Teacher Conferences  

Conferences will be scheduled by each student’s advisement teacher twice a year. 

Parents will meet with the advisement teacher at a predetermined time and be 

provided with information from each of the student’s teachers. If a parent has 

concerns or a teacher/team has concerns, they are welcome to schedule individual 

conferences to discuss specific issues regarding the student’s academic progress.  

 

  

School Resource Officer (SRO) 

Kirn Middle School has an SRO, School Resource Officer. Our School Resource 

Officer is a Council Bluffs Police Officer. The SRO plays a valuable role in our 

school through fostering positive relationships with our students, developing 

strategies to resolve problems affecting students and protecting our school 

community. The Kirn SRO works closely with administration to develop, implement 

and evaluate our safety plans. The SRO and administrative team train students as 

well as provide information through team assemblies. Our SRO is a valuable 

resource for staff, students and parents. If you have any concerns or questions, 

please work with your building administrator. The building administrator will 

certainly involve our SRO if that is appropriate for the situation.  

 

Student Safety 

Students who have any concerns with safety, including bullying, should tell any 

adult in the building. Each staff member will take the student concern and direct it 

to the appropriate place.  
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Student Expectations Before and After School  

● Students are expected to remain at school once the bus or their 

parents/guardians have transported them to the building.  

● Students cannot be in the halls/building prior to 7:00 am or after 2:30 pm 

unless they are at an activity or with a teacher.  

● If students are eating breakfast, they must go to the cafeteria immediately. 

Students will be released to prepare for class at 7:25. 

● Parents or Guardians who are picking up students must be at Madison 

Campus by 2:30 pm (or 12:50 on Mondays).  

● Students who attend activity practices or school-sponsored events after 

school are expected to attend the event, cooperate with school staff and 

interact courteously with peers, competitors and spectators.  

● For the 2019-2020 school year, events will be held in various off-site 

locations. Students who are participating in events will be transported to and 

from the venue by bus. Students who wish to watch events must provide 

their own transportation. 

● Students are not allowed to bring playground equipment to use at school 

such as footballs, basketballs, etc. 

● Students who show a pattern of not adhering to behavior guidelines during 

after school activities may be “banned” from attending in the future. 

 

Lunchroom/Breakfast Rules 

1. Students should form lines and wait respectfully and politely without cutting. 

2. Manage your voice level (Level 2 or less). Refrain from making extra noise 

(tapping, whistling, yelling). 

3. Sit in assigned areas. Once you choose your spot to sit, stay there. Keep 

feet under the table. 

4. Keep hands, feet and objects to yourself while in line and at tables. Use 

proper table manners. 

5. Please keep all food on your tray and clean up after yourself before leaving 

your table area.  

6. No food or beverage should be taken out of the cafeteria area (except to-go 

breakfasts).  

7. Eat your own lunch/breakfast. Students should not “stockpile” any food from 

other students. 

8. Students who bring chromebooks to the cafeteria area must follow the 

directives given by adult supervisors. Students will be responsible for any 

chrome damage. 

9. Students are not allowed to “give” their lunch/breakfast away to other 

students.  

10. If you are not eating breakfast, you are not allowed in the cafeteria. 

 

Students who are unable to follow these guidelines may lose the privilege of 

choosing their seat and/or eating with their peers or face disciplinary action.  

 

Students may bring a sack lunch. Sack lunches may contain vendor items if 

brought at the beginning of the day.  

 

Parents are welcome to come and have lunch with their student and sit in a 

designated area. They can purchase a school lunch or bring food in.  
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The school does not accept food deliveries for students from vendors. This 

includes parents dropping off vendor food items during the day or having 

them delivered during the day.  

 

Cell Phone/Electronics 

1. Classroom use of cell phones or other electronic devices is limited to 

instructional purposes as determined by the teacher. If devices cause a 

distraction, teachers will handle the situation like any other classroom 

distraction. 

2. The cafeteria is designated as an electronic-use area. Students will be 

permitted to use cell phones and electronic devices in that room at that 

time. Students are NOT permitted to use electronic devices while getting 

lunch as it causes confusion in the checkout process. 

3. Cell phones may be used in public areas of the building before the start of 

or after the end of the instructional day. Cell phones or electronic 

devices are not to be used in the hall during class.  

4. Due to limited passing time, cell phone use during passing time should be 

limited. If a student is repeatedly tardy to class, cell phone use may be 

prohibited. 

5. Cell phones in the building must ALWAYS be on silent. 

6. The District's Internet Appropriate Student Use Policy (Policy 617) applies to 

students whether they are using district or personal devices. 

7. No student may take or transmit photos or videos of any individual without 

permission of staff and the person being photographed.  

8. Students violating the usage guidelines will be subject to disciplinary action. 

9. If students choose to bring electronic devices to school, it is their 

responsibility to properly secure them. The school will not be responsible 

for lost or stolen items.   

10. Students who are asked to put his/her phone (electronic device) away and 

they refuse or students who have been asked to put his/her phone 

(electronic device) away and they continue to take it out will be asked to 

take the electronic device to the Main Office.  

Violation 1: The phone will be brought to the office. Student may pick up the phone at 
the end of the day. 
 
Violation 2: The phone will be brought to the office. Parent will be called and notified on 
the next instance the student will have 10 school days with no phone during school 
hours.  Student may pick up the phone at the end of the day.  
 
Violation 3: The phone will be brought to the office. Student loses their phone for 10 
school days.  Parent will be called and notified on the next instance the student will 
have 20 school days with no phone during school hours.  If the parent determines the 
student must have his/her phone at school, the phone must be turned in to the office for 
the duration of the consequence. 
 
Violation 4: The phone will be brought to the office. Student loses their phone for 20 
school days.  Parent will be called and notified on the next instance the student will 
have 20 additional school days with no phone during school hours.  If the parent 
determines the student must have his/her phone at school, the phone must be turned in 
to the office for the duration of the consequence. 
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Violation 5: Same consequence as Violation 4.  
 

All Violations will be cleared and clean-slated at each Quarter. However, if a 

student is serving a consequence for a phone violation the consequence must be 

served completely.  Following the serving of the consequence, the student will 

have violations cleared and clean-slated.  

 

If a student refuses to bring a phone or electronic device to the office OR returns 

to class without leaving the phone at the office, one (1) day of ISS will be assigned 

and the violation will count and consequences associated with that violation will be 

served. 

 

Note to Parents Regarding Electronic Communication: 

The Council Bluffs Community School District understands that many parents 

communicate with their children via text messaging during school hours. We ask 

that you limit that communication to before or after the start of the instructional 

day. Other communication should be through the school office. 

 

Bus Expectations/Consequences: 

While riding school buses, all students will be subject to the District Code of 

Conduct, First Student regulations and the Iowa Department of Transportation 

regulations. 

 

The following bus rules are in addition to the Code of Conduct and individual 

school expectations. Major infractions of the rules may result in removal from the 

bus for the remainder of the school year as approved by the school administrator. 

1. The driver is in full charge of the bus and its passengers. 

2. Students should be at their assigned stop at least five (5) minutes before the 

scheduled arrival time of the bus.  

3. While at the bus stop or pick up point, students MUST: 

a. Conduct themselves in an orderly manner. 

b. Respect the property and rights of others. 

4. Students shall take their seats promptly after boarding the bus. The driver 

may have assigned seats and students must comply.  

5. Students will remain in their seats while the bus is in motion. 

6. Students must not extend anything out the windows. 

7. While on the bus, students MUST NOT: 

a. Throw objects on the bus or out the bus windows. 

b. Disturb the driver 

c. Litter on the bus. 

d. Use offensive or obscene language. 

e. Make loud or unnecessary noise. 

f. Transport items which may endanger the health or safety of other 

passengers. 

g. Tamper with the bus or bus equipment. 

h. Talk at railroad crossings. 

i. All electronic devices must remain on silent. Due to the noise level, 

talking on cell phones is not allowed. Use of earphones is permitted in 

only one ear. Because of privacy issues, taking pictures and/or videos of 
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others is not permitted. The driver may take phones and parent(s) will 

have to pick up them up at the First Student Bus Lot. 

8. Students must report to the driver any damage to seats or bus equipment. 

9. Students must never walk behind the bus. If students must cross the street, 

they will cross in front of the bus and at least 15 feet from the front of the 

bus upon a “thumbs up” signal given from the driver. 

10. The bus will NOT transport animals or insects. 

 

Standard Student Consequences: 

● First Violation: Student warned by driver. Administrators and parents are 

notified. Depending on the nature of the violation, students may face other 

consequences as outlined in the Code of Conduct. 

● Second Violation: Administrators and parents are notified. Students will be 

assigned a designated seat for ten (10) attended school days. Depending on 

the nature of the violation, students may face other consequences as 

outlined in the Code of Conduct. Parents will be notified that the next bus 

violation will result in removal from the bus for five (5) attended school 

days. 

● Third Violation: Administrators and parents are notified. Student will lose 

riding privileges for five (5) attended school days (parents/guardians will be 

responsible for transporting the student to and from school). As soon as the 

student is permitted to ride the bus, the student is assigned a designated 

seat for ten (10) attended school days. Depending on the nature of the 

violation, students may face other consequences as outlined in the Code of 

Conduct. 

● Fourth Violation:  Administrators and parents notified. Students will lose 

riding privileges for ten (10) attended school days (parents/guardians will be 

responsible for transporting the student to and from school). As soon as the 

student is permitted to ride the bus, the student is assigned a designated 

seat for at least ten (10) attended school days. Depending on the nature of 

the violation, students may face other consequences as outlined in the Code 

of Conduct. 

The following are grounds for immediate revocation of bus riding privileges (5-10 

attended school days) as well as counted as a violation: 

● Assaults against other riders, the driver or monitor. 

● Verbal attacks or threats to the bus driver or monitor. 

● Intentional damage to the school bus. 

● Other acts that create an unsafe environment. 

 

Dress Code 

The Dress Code is printed in the District Handbook as Policy 525. When, in the 

judgment of a building administrator, a student's appearance or mode of dress 

disrupts the educational process or constitutes a threat to health or safety, the 

student may be required to make modifications. Modifications may also need to be 

made to items that are not listed. Principals may approve religious and medical 

exceptions. 

17 



 

1. Midriffs will not be exposed while standing. 

2. No cleavage will be exposed in the front area or in the lower back area. 

3. No garments, tattoos, accessories or other items will be allowed that 

advertise or promote drugs, alcohol, tobacco, gang activity, violence or 

illegal activity. There will be no sexually-suggestive, lewd, profane or 

obscene language or images on garments, tattoos, accessories or other 

items. 

4. Skirts, skorts and shorts must extend to mid-thigh when standing. 

5. Undergarments and parts of undergarments are to be covered at all times. 

6. Footwear is to be worn at all times. Footwear should be appropriate to 

classroom activity. Slippers are not acceptable. 

7. Bandanas, hats, sweatbands, hoods or other headwear may not be worn at 

any time in the building. 

8. Billfold chains, spiked wristband, cleated shoes, jewelry with razor blades, 

metal hair picks/combs or any other similar articles of clothing or accessories 

that are a hazard to safety or may damage school property may not be worn 

in school. 

9. Spaghetti straps, tank tops, tube tops, halter tops, including sleeveless 

undershirts and muscle shirts, are not acceptable unless worn with an outer 

shirt that does cover the shoulder area. 

10. Sheer, see-through clothing and clothing that exposes the sides of the torso 

are prohibited. 

11. Activity uniforms must follow these guidelines during the school day. 

12. Exceptions may be made to this code for administratively-sanctioned events. 

13. No writing on arms or body as it may cause a distraction to learning. 

 

A student whose attire does not meet the dress code will first be given the option 

to change their clothes in order to meet dress code standards. They may borrow 

clothes from the nurse’s office or a friend, have a parent bring them a change of 

clothes or they may change into other, more appropriate clothes that they have.  

 

The Code of Conduct lists the following interventions for dress code violations:  

Step 1: Student conference and modification of clothing; 

Step 2: Student conference, modification and parent contact; 

Step 3: Parent and student conference with administrator and modification of 

clothing; 

Step 4: Repeat of Step 3 with the addition of school consequences such as 

detention or lunch detention; 

Step 5: Classified as “Failure to Abide,” the student is eligible for suspension as a 

consequence.  

 

The District reserves the right to deviate from the above interventions and/or 

impose other disciplinary actions if warranted based on the circumstances of a 

particular situation. 

 

 

Behavior Guidelines at Kirn 

 

● Candy and Pop: Students may consume candy and pop during special 

events in the classroom with teacher permission. 
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● Book Bags: Book bags (backpacks) are allowed at school. However, some 

instructional spaces are crowded and a teacher may request that you put 

your bag in a designated area in the classroom. String bags are encouraged 

as they are smaller and less cumbersome. 

● Water Bottles: Water is allowed at school in clear plastic bottles. If the 

water or water bottle becomes a distraction, a teacher may ask the student 

to put the water bottle away. 

● During School Time: Food and open beverages in hallways are not 

allowed. Students who violate this guideline have the option of throwing the 

item away or keeping it in the office until the end of the day. 

● Remaining on the Grounds: Students are to remain at school once the 

bus or their parents/guardians have transported them to the building. 

● Activity Attendance: As a reminder, athletic and music events are not 

being held at the Madison Campus. These events will be scheduled at 

various locations. If the student wishes to attend the event as a spectator, 

the student is responsible for getting their own transportation. When 

attending school events, students are to enter the event and remain in the 

supervised area of the building. Once a student leaves the event they will 

not be readmitted. Upon leaving the event and/or building, students must 

wait appropriately for their ride. 

● Prohibited Items in building: Skateboards, scooters, laser pointers, 

radios, spinners, iPods/MP3 Players, cameras, electronic games, toys, 

permanent markers and other items that distract from or disrupt the 

learning environment may not be used during class time unless they are part 

of a school activity and prior permission has been obtained. Students using 

prohibited items during class may be subject to disciplinary action as 

outlined by the Student Code of Conduct.  

● Snowballs: Snowball throwing is prohibited due to the inherent dangers to 

people and to property. 

● Physical Contact, “Messing Around”: Students may not put their hands 

on other students. Students who are pushing, shoving and engaging in 

“general horseplay” will be subject to disciplinary action. 

● Identification: Students are required to give their full name when 

requested by a school employee. Failure to do so will result in disciplinary 

action.  

● Failure to Follow Instructions: Student not complying with adult 

instruction to leave an area or refusal to report to an assigned area will 

result in disciplinary action. 

● Distractions: Items that become a distraction to learning (self or others) 

are prohibited. Fidget spinners are not allowed at Kirn. If a student 

requires an item that helps them focus on learning (part of a formal student 

plan), an appropriate support will be determined for use. 

 

 

The District Code of Conduct will be referenced and utilized when addressing 

inappropriate student behavior and determining consequences. District-wide 

discipline policies and due process procedures for general and special education 

students are found here. Possible interventions for student misbehavior will 

include, but not be limited to, the following: 
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 Common Teacher Interventions: 

• Behavior Interventions (conference, modified seating, proximity, etc.) 

• Parent Contact or Conference 

• Detentions (before school, after school and during lunch) 

• Student Conference with Administrator, Counselor, Interventionist or Team 

• Behavior Contract 

• Referral to the Counselor, Interventionist, Resource Officer or Administrator 

 

Common Administrative Interventions: 

• Behavior Intervention (discussion, apology, etc) 

• Parent Contact or Conference 

• Detentions (before school, after school and during lunch) 

• Behavior Contract 

• Referral to the Counselor or Interventionist 

• Required Participation in Small Group Counseling or Instruction 

• Suspension from Bus, Class, Activity or School (in or out of school) 

• Referral to School Resource Officer for Possible Police Citation 

 

Discipline Situations  and Typical Consequences at Kirn  

 

Physical Contact, “Messing Around”: Students may not put their hands on 

other students. Students who are pushing, shoving and engaging in “general 

horseplay” will be subject to disciplinary action. 

Consequence: parent contact, suspension 

 

 

Non-compliance: Defiance of or refusal to conform to reasonable requests or 

directives by teachers or other school personnel is prohibited. 

Consequences: parent contact, detention(s) or suspension 

 

Fighting:  Any mutual physical exchange of contact designed or intended to cause 

injury, regardless of who initiated the behavior or the reason for any party’s 

behavior is prohibited. 

Consequences: parent contact, 3 or more days of suspension,  

possible citation by SRO 

 

Substance Abuse:  Use, possession, sale, supply of or being under the influence 

of any tobacco, e-cigarettes, alcohol, or illegal drugs. This also applies to any 

lookalikes or item represented as a prohibited substance. See policy 517 regarding 

medication.  

Consequences: parent contact, 3 or more days of suspension, 

possible citation by SRO 

 

Possession of Weapons and Dangerous Objects: Possession of a dangerous 

object, weapon or ammunition is prohibited. 

 Consequences: parent contact, 3 or more days suspension, possible citation 

 by SRO. 
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Handbook Quiz 2019-2020 

 

1. When can you come into breakfast? 

2. When can you grab a “Breakfast to Go?” 

3. Can you leave the school grounds after the bus drops you off? 

4. Where do you go in the morning before school if you are not eating 

breakfast? 

5. Are you able to lock up your belongings in PE? 

6. How long are passing periods? 

7. What time will teachers walk you out for dismissal? 

8. What do you do if you have to take prescription medication at school? 

9. How many days do you have to make up work that you may have missed 

when you are absent? 

10. Will you be allowed to change teams this year? 

11. What should you do if you want to change a class? 

12. Who will your parents be meeting with during Parent-Teacher Conferences 

this year? 

13. Is it ok to give food you don’t want to your friends? 

14. What should you do if a teacher asks you to put your phone away? 

15. What happens on the 4th violation of the cell phone policy? 

16. If you violate the cell phone classroom policy where do you take your 

phone? 

17. Can you take pictures with your cell phone at school? 

18. What happens if you refuse to bring your device to the office when asked? 

19. If you come to school wearing something that is not deemed appropriate for 

school what is the first thing that will happen? 

20. Can you wear slippers to school? 

21. Can you wear tank tops to school? 

22. Is it ok to have a Starbucks coffee in the hall? 

23. Will athletic events take place at Madison Campus? 

24. What do you do if your chrome is not working properly? 

25. What do you do if you lose your chrome? 

26. What is the name of the bullying prevention advisement program? 

27. What should you do if you have to leave early for any reason? 

28. Are you allowed to bring a football to school? 

29. Can students ride a bus to watch an event? 

30. If you don’t follow the rules at an event, could you be banned from future 

events? 

31. Is it ok to write on yourself at school? 

32. If you bring a water bottle to school and it becomes a distraction, what 

happens? 

33. What if an adult asks you to do something and you refuse? 

34. What should you do if you have a concern about school safety? 
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